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MEMBER FOR HILLARYS — SPEAKER POSITION 

4. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
Was there an understanding, tacit or otherwise, between the Premier and the member for Hillarys that if the 
Speaker’s position were to become available, the Premier would support him in assuming the role? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
May I remind the Leader of the Opposition, an election campaign is a two-horse race and he came second? Why 
is the Leader of the Opposition trying to re-run — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: We have had an election. We have all had a few months off. Everyone has got over the 
rough and tumble of the campaign. We have come back in here and the second question asked by the Leader of 
the Opposition is about the ballot we have just had, which we all witnessed, on who would be the Speaker. Is 
that the second-most important thing to the Leader of the Opposition? For goodness sake! 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I was so optimistic about this term and the behaviour of members opposite and I am so 
quickly disillusioned, but I live in hope! The member for Hillarys, like any other member of this Parliament, has 
a right in this chamber to nominate for the position of Speaker. 
Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Right; that is enough now. Premier, continue. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Anyone can nominate, and the member for Hillarys chose to do so. That is his right and I 
would defend that right to do it. The Liberal Party and the National Party—particularly I speak for the Liberal 
Party—do not bind people on their votes in this house. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: We do not. We announced who the nomination would be, determined by the leadership of 
the party and supported by members. Mr Speaker, the member for Hillarys — 
Mrs M.H. Roberts: Did you or didn’t you say you would support him? It’s about you! 
The SPEAKER: Member for Midland! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I just wish Daniel Parasiliti had got a handful more votes—just a handful more! 
Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Albany! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I have said publicly and to the member for Hillarys that he has the qualities and 
qualifications to be a very good Speaker. There is no doubt about that and that is a fact. I think he would be a 
good Speaker. But, with respect to the member for Hillarys, he has had a long and successful career in local 
government in London and in local government here, and as a minister in two terms of government. The 
opportunity, supported by members of this chamber, has been given to the member for Mount Lawley to be 
Speaker, and I am sure he will prove to be an outstanding Speaker. We all have our opportunities as we go. Was 
an assurance given? No, it was not. 
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